BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
Josiah, was Benjamin's father. (In fact, Benjamin
was the youngest son of the youngest son for five gen-
erations back.)
Josiah married young and brought his wife and three
children to New England about 1682. There he had
four more children by his first wife and ten more by a
second wife. In the old country he had been a dyer by
trade, but finding little use for this skill in America he
took up candle- and soap-making. Benjamin in his
autobiography thus describes him:
He had an excellent constitution of body, was of
middle stature, but well set, and very strong; he was
ingenious, could draw prettily, was skilled a little in
music and had a clear pleasing voice . . . but his great
excellence lay in a sound understanding and solid judg-
ment in prudential matters, both in private and public
affairs.... I remember well his being frequently visited
by leading people, who consulted him for his opinion
in affairs of the town or of the church he belonged to,
and showed a good deal of respect for his judgment
and advice; he was also much consulted by private
persons about their affairs when any difficulty occurred,
and frequently chosen an arbitrator between contending
parties.
His mother, Josiah's second wife, was Abiah Folger,
daughter of one of the first settlers of New England.
Of her he writes more briefly, saying that she, too, had
an excellent constitution, hat she suckled all her ten
children, and that he never knew her to have any sick-
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